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Integration of the BioReCer framework into the 
established certification schemes (WP4)

Objectives

To ensure multistakeholder engagement in project through Biological 
Resources Stakeholder Platform (BRSP)

To complement the current bio-based value chains certification schemes with
the proposed assessment framework

To integrate the BioReCer framework and guidelines into the current biobased 
certification schemes
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A theoretical framework developed to assess the sustainability and circularity of the 
biological feedstocks. 
This framework brings 

together a set of principles, 
criteria and requirements 
based on the three fundamental 
pillars (environmental, economic 
and social)

Requirements are categorized
as “Basic” and “Advanced”

The BioReCer Framework

Figure: Structure of BioReCer framework
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Activities and outcome of WP4

Selection of biobased 
certification scheme

E.g.

Benchmark the 
schemes against the 
BioReCer Framework

Development of the 
Practical guidance 

document for 
integration of the 

BioReCer Framework
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BioReCer Practical Guidance document

Guideline for integration of 
BioReCer framework into 

certification schemes

• Objective: to evaluate 
compatibility, address 
gaps, and align the 
operational procedures of 
the BioReCer framework 
with those of existing 
certification systems

• User: Certification 
schemes

Verification guidance

• Objective: guide to verify 
the requirements defined 
within the of BioReCer 
framework.

• User: Certification 
schemes, Biobased 
industries, certification 
bodies

Audit checklist

• Objective: a structured 
tool developed for auditors 
to ensure that all 
necessary audit steps and 
compliance requirements 
are covered during the 
audit process.

• User: Certification 
schemes, certification 
bodies
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Guideline for the integration of the BioReCer 
framework into existing certification schemes- How?

• Assessment of requirements 
alignment and identification of 
gaps (Benchmark)

Step 1

• Integration of BioReCer 
requirementStep 2

• Alignment of cerification 
processStep 3

Figure: Process for integration of BioReCer framework into current certification 
scheme

Alignment category Description Action

Fully aligned

The requirements of the main 
certification scheme meet all 
relevant BioReCer framework 
requirements.

No further action for integration 
is required. The current 
practice must be maintained.

Partially aligned

Some BioReCer requirements are 
met, but there are areas of non-
compliance or incomplete 
alignment.

Identify gaps and align scheme 
requirements, procedures, or 
supporting documentation to 
ensure full alignment.

Not aligned
The requirements of the main 
certification scheme do not meet 
BioReCer framework requirements.

Add the new requirements, 
procedures, or supporting 
documentation for full 
alignment

Not applicable
The BioReCer framework 
requirements are not relevant for 
the scheme´s scope

No further action for integration 
is required. Document 
justification for non-applicability
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Guideline for integration of BioReCer framework into 
certification schemes

• Assessment of requirements 
alignment and identification of 
gaps (Benchmark)

Step 1

• Integration of BioReCer 
requirement updating standards, audit 
procedures, and reporting templates to ensure 
consistency and compliance. 

Step 2

• Alignment of cerification 
processStep 3

Figure: Process for integration of BioReCer framework into current certification 
scheme

The BioReCer framework allows certification 
schemes to select an integration approach

BioReCer add-on: integrating the BioReCer 
framework as supplementary module to the existing 
certification scheme without altering the core 
structure of the original standard 

BioReCer add-in: directly incorporating the 
BioReCer framework requirements directly into the 
core structure of the certification standard. 
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Guideline for integration of BioReCer framework into 
certification schemes

• Assessment of requirements 
alignment and identification of  
gaps (Benchmark)

Step 1

• Integration of BioReCer 
requirement updating standards, audit 
procedures, and reporting templates to ensure 
consistency and compliance. 

Step 2

• Alignment of certification 
process ensuring that the procedures, systems, 
and documentation of the main certification scheme 
and the BioReCer framework are consistent.

Step 3

Figure: Process for integration of BioReCer framework into current certification 
scheme

The main certification scheme shall prepare a 
formal declaration or recognition document 
acknowledging the integration of the BioReCer 
framework . 
The key components aligned with the 
certification process are as below: 

Audit process
Reporting
Corrective measures
Certificates
Integrity audit
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Level of compliance categorized as basic 
(mandatory) and advanced (enhanced)

A detailed description of each requirement 
to guide the users and prevent 
misinterpretation. 

A set of circularity indicators linked to the 
specific requirements, providing a 
quantitative basis for measuring the circularity 
of the bio-based product.
List of corresponding evidence and 
documentation needed to verify compliance, 
thereby supporting a consistent and 
transparent assessment process.

Verification guidance

Figure : Example of the requirement from the verification guidance
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BioReCer Audit checklist

TO BE FILLED BY 

AUDITORS
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The project has successfully developed a practical guidance document 
that provides guidelines and tools for understanding and integrating 
sustainability and circularity requirements into the existing biobased 
certification schemes.

Conclusion



Thank you for your attention!
Contact email: pandey@meo-carbon.com
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